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· Course Description
Course Title:  Theatre History and Production SH A/B
Transcript Title(s)/Abbreviation(s):  THEATRE HIST A/B
Course Code(s):   380301/02
Subject Area and Category


x  “f” – Visual & Performing Arts


x  Theater Arts (Intro)

Grade Level:    9 
10  

Unit Value:    1.0 (one year, 2 semesters, or 3 trimesters equiv.)
Pre-Requisites:  Any Middle School Theatre Course   
 X  Required      

· Textbooks
Textbook 
Title: The Stage and the School
Edition: 8th

Publication Date: 1999
Publisher: Glencoe McGraw-Hill

Author(s): Harry H. Schanker and Katharine Anne Ommanney
Usage:  
x  Primary Text  

 Read in entirety or near entirety 

· Course Content
Course Purpose: 
	Theatre History and Production SH is designed to provide high school students with the opportunity to develop skills in theatre arts through the viewing and study of productions of plays from cultures throughout the world and throughout history. In addition, students will participate in performance projects in theatre styles from each period and culture studied. Students will act in scenes encompassing many different styles. Students will engage in research on dramatic conventions and traditions, studying how these reflect the cultures from which they emerge.  Students develop their writing skills through preparation of character analyses, performance critiques and research reports; they will compare and contrast different theatrical styles and express informed opinions on which they prefer.

Students will develop understanding of how theatrical productions influence culture and values. Students will explore essential questions such as:  How does theatre offer insight into the culture, values and aspirations of any given group of people?



Course Outline:  

	I. Performing Myths and Legends 

A. Stories of Ancient Civilizations will be read and dramatized

B. Celebration and Ritual will be discussed and performed

II. Ancient Greek Theatre

A. Competitions and Festivals will be researched and discussed

B. Politics and the Chorus will be studied and performed

C. Gods and Goddesses will be studied and their stories portrayed

III. Roman Comedy and Commedia dell-Arte

A. Popular Entertainment of the periods will be researched, viewed and discussed

B. Improvisation will be introduced and practiced

C. Comic Techniques will be learned, practiced and applied

IV. Asian Theatre and Dance

A. Traditions will be studied and viewed

B. Social Classes and their styles of theatre will be studied and compared

C. Economics influencing theatre will be discussed

V. Latin-American Theatre

A. Cultural Origins will be studied and discussed

B. Participatory theatre style will be studied performed

C. Politics and their influence on theatre development will be discussed

VI. Medieval and Elizabethan Theatre

A. Religious Influence will be studied and discussed

B. Court Sponsors will be studied and discussed

C. Pageants will be studied and performed

D. Shakespeare will be researched, discussed and scenes will be performed

VII. Opera: 17th Century to Present Day

A. Historical Development will be studied and discussed

B. Technical Elements will be viewed and discussed

C. Composers & Stories will be studied, viewed and short segments will be performed

VIII. Melodrama, Film and Television

A. Melodrama Conventions will be studied and performed

B. Evolution of Film will be studied, viewed, and discussed

C. Transition to Television will be studied, viewed, discussed and performed for video




Key Assignments:  
	· Create a project that demonstrates the influence theatre has had on a specific historical period through production and performance techniques, including character analyses and descriptions of the acting style of the period.
· Expand knowledge of the various activities of the actor, director, scriptwriter, and technical artist by participating in the collaborative process that occurs in production.

· Prepare a research report that compares and contrasts two periods in world theatre.

· Keep a daily reflective journal.

· Using established criteria, critique performances.




Instructional Methods and/or Strategies 
	· Direct instruction

· Research projects

· Discussion

· Observing productions

· Reflective writing in a daily journal

· Collaborating on creation of  scenes




Assessments Including Methods and/or Tools: 
	· Observation of students as they participate in discussions, production planning and performances shows understanding and commitment.

· Rubrics will be used to access all performances and will be kept to record growth.

· Checklists will be used to ensure that all course requirements are met.

· Journals provide an on-going record of student self-reflections and progress in understanding their personal relationship to theatre.

· Self assessment at this level enables students to assess their progress in theatre and set their own goals for improvement.




Artistic Perception:  
	· Use appropriate theatre terminology to describe how the following are used to convey an idea or emotion in theatre: form, setting, style, theme, visual/design elements, movement and vocal elements.

· Read and compare a variety of plays of different genres and styles.



Creative Expression:  

	· Apply sensory awareness in improvisation, pantomime and play making.

· Improvise and/or write dialogue and scenes applying basic dramatic concepts for scripting (character, conflict, complication, crisis and resolution).

· Work collaboratively as an actor to meet goals set by the director or scene mates.




Historical and Cultural Context:  

	· Use the vocabulary of interpretation of theatre in description and analysis of productions from many cultures.

· Discuss and compare techniques of acting and production in theatre from a variety of cultures and traditions.

· Analyze the emotional and social impacts of formal and informal productions on communities and cultures from which the productions come and their social relevance today.

· Compare and contrast works in theatre, film, television and electronic media in terms of the characteristics of the traditions or style used, the culture in which the piece was produced, the purpose(s) of the work, and the time period in which the work was created.




Aesthetic Valuing:  

	· Observe a theatre performance and critique author’s intent and intended audience.

· Analyze and make informed judgments about theatre on the basis of form, content, technique and creativity.




Connections, Relationships, and Applications:  

	· Develop writing skills through analyses, character descriptions and critiques.

· Compare and contrast a wide variety of world literature.




Common Core State Standards: See Guiding Principles for connections.

Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Supplementary Authorization Drama

Grades 9 and below:

Subject Matter Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization English

Supplementary Authorization Introductory English
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